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The year 2020 also known as the ‘Rat Year’ started off with quite an unexpected turn of events. After the
annual TET holidays in the last week of January 2020, South East Asia was confronted with the
‘CORONAVIRUS’. The virus, which initially started in Wuhan District in China, has now spread to
almost all the countries in the world with more than 3.6 million infections and more than 250,000 deaths.
Many countries have termed this as the “Worst Disaster’ being faced after the World War II. With Social
Distancing being the key to curb this enemy to humankind and respecting the local laws, many economic
and cultural events could not be carried out as scheduled and has been either postponed or cancelled.

Consulate celebrated 71° Republic Day of India by unfurling the National Flag at the Consulate premises
on 26™ January, 2020. Due to the annual TET holidays, the National Day Reception was hosted on 4"
February, 2020 at Hotel Sheraton. Consulate celebrated the 15" World Hindi Day, Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
and 30" Anniversary of Vietnam-India Friendship Association (VIFA) on 8" January, 2020 at Ho Chi Minh
City University of Social Sciences and Humanities (USSH). A special event was also organized by Ho Chi
Minh City Union of Friendship Organisations along with the above events on 8" January, 2020 to mark the
71% Republic Day of India. Tamilian Community along with the support of INCHAM and Consulate
celebrated the festival of Thai Pongal on 12" January, 2020.

On the commercial front, Embassy of India in Hanoi organized ‘Meet India’ Event on 9" January in Hanoi
which highlighted the opportunities presented by India in the commercial sector. Consulate also
participated in a seminar on the investment opportunities in the Tra Vinh Province along with the
celebration of 120 years of establishment of the Tra Vinh Province which was organized on 14-15 January,
2020. A group of 10 officers of Indian Foreign Service visited Vietnam in the first week of February, 2020
as part of their Mission Attachment Programme. On 4™ March, 2020 Consul General also attended the
launch ceremony for Vietnam Level 1l Field Hospital Rotation 3.

The first quarter also witnessed a number of farewell calls and meetings due to the transfer of Consul
General Dr. K. Srikar Reddy. Dr. Reddy proceeded from Vietnam to join his new assignment in Ministry
of External Affairs in New Delhi on 8" March, 2020.
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ENGAGEMENT WITH SOUTHERN PROVINCES
OF VIETNAM

On the evening of 9" January, 2020, the Provincial Party Committee, the People’s Council, the
People’s Committee, the Vietnam Fatherland Front Committee held the annual Diplomatic Corps
meeting at Thu Dau Mot City. Mr. R.O. Sunil Babu, Consul & Head of Chancery represented the

Consulate.
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Mr. R.O. Sunil Babu, Consul & Head of Chancery attended the celebrations to mark the 120™

anniversary of the founding of Tra Vinh province as well as the Tra Vinh Investment Promotion
Conference 2020 on 14-15 January, 2020. The celebrations and the investment conference were
attended by the Prime Minister of Vietnam Mr. Nguyé&n Xuén Phuc. Prime Minister Phuc in his
speech pointed out the progress in the agro and aquaculture fields in the province and spoke on
the need of ensuring a consolidated and integrated transport system for further enhancing the
development of the province. Mr. Phuc also spoke on the need to improve the education system,
better administrative machinery for business development as well as the need for administrative

reform at the provincial level.



Dr. K. Srikar Reddy, Consul General on 4™ March, 2020 attended the Launch Ceremony for
Vietnam Level Il Field Hospital Rotation 3 participating in the United Nations Peacekeeping
Operations in South Sudan. The event was organized by the Vietnam Department of
Peacekeeping Operations (VNDPKO) of the Ministry of National Defence of Vietnam. Senior
Lieutenant General Nguyen Chi Vinh, Deputy Defence Minister presided as Chief Guest of the

event.



Shri R.O. Sunil Babu, Consul &
Head of Chancery attended the
commemoration ceremonies of the
Textile and Garment Sector in Hoa
Su Restaurant, Binh Thanh District

A HOUDET may ThEw oaw Tewem

on 03 January, 2020. The & 2 s L
ceremony included Member’s ' :
admissions ceremony and ritual of
incense offering and receive a
blessing for a full year of

prosperity.

The Embassy of India in Hanoi, in association with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam,

jointly organized “Meet India 2020” in Hanoi on 9" January, 2020 to showcase opportunities
presented by India and developments in India-Vietnam relations, for the provinces in Vietnam.
The event provided an interactive platform for participants from both sides to deepen economic
and business linkages in emerging and priority areas. The event was co-chaired by H.E. Bui Thanh
Son, First Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs of Vietham and Mr. Pranay Verma, Ambassador of
India to Veitnam. Over 150 participants, including senior officials and representatives from more
than 25 provinces of Vietnam, joined along with members of Vietnamese and Indian business
communities. Indian Business Chamber in Vietham (INCHAM) partnered in the event. A
delegation from Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) and representatives from India’s EXIM

Bank, along with a number of Indian businesses having presence in Vietnam, also joined.



CULTURAL OUTREACH

On 9™ January, 2020 Consulate General of India in Ho Chi Minh City celebrated 15" World Hindi Day,
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas and 30™ Anniversary of the establishment of Vietnam-India Friendship
Association (VIFA). Along with this, VIFA also organized a special event to mark the 71° Republic Day of
India. The event was organized in the Ho Chi Minh City University of Social Sciences & Humanities
(USSH) which is the only University in Vietnam to offer Hindi classes to Vietnamese. Apart from Consul
General, Dr. K. Srikar Reddy and other officers from the Consulate, dignitaries who were present for the
event included Dr. Phan thanh Dinh, Vice President, USSH; Ms. Nguyen Thi Hong Diem, Vice
Chairwoman, Ho Chi Minh City Union of Friendship Organisations (HUFO); Dr. Huynh Thanh Lap,
Chairman, VIFA; Dr. Ho Minh Quang, DEAN, Faculty of Oriental Studies, USSH; Mr. Mohan Ramesh
Anand, Chairman, INCHAM; officials from Home Affairs Department and Foreign Affairs Department of
Ho Chi Minh City. Approximately 300 people including faculty, students from USSH and members of the

Indian diaspora attended the event.
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THAI PONGAL FESTIVAL

The Indian Business Chamber in Vietnam (INCHAM) in collaboration with the Ho Chi Minh City
Tamil Sangham organised Thai Pongal Festival on Saturday, January 12, 2020 at Van Thanh
Park, Binh Thanh District, Ho Chi Minh City (HCMC). The event was attended by around 350
people, including Dr. Ho Thi Trinh Anh, Vice-Chairwoman, Vietnam-India Friendship
Association (VIFA); Mr. Duong Quoc Tuan, General Secretary, VIFA; Vietnamese local people;
local Indian community; travel and tour operators from Vietnam and media. This is the fifth

consecutive year of Thai Pongal celebrations in HCMC.
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71°T REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA

Consulate General of India celebrated the 71°' Republic Day of India by Unfurling the National
Flag on 26" January, 2020 at the Consulate premises. More than 150 members from the Indian
community and Indophiles were present for the occasion. On this occasion, Indian community
members put up an spectacular show portraying their love for their motherland. Keeping up the
spirit of Republic Day, kids from the Indian Community presented a fancy-dress show where they
were dressed as national heroes and freedom fighters. Patriotic songs and dances were also
performed by kids and adults on this occasion. During this occasion, Consul General Dr. K. Srikar

Reddy read out President’s address to the nation.




71°" REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA

On 4" February, 2020 Consulate hosted the Republic Day Reception at Hotel Sheraton in Ho Chi
Minh City which was attended by approximately 200 people. Mr. Vo Van Hoan, Vice Chairman of
the People’s Committee of Ho Chi Minh City graced the occasion as the Chief Guest. Other
important dignitaries who attended the Reception included Mr. Tran Hong Quan, Vice Chairman,
Ca Mau Province People’s Committee, Dr. Huynh Thanh Lap, Chairman, Vietnam India
Friendship Association (VIFA); Ms. Nguyé&n Thi Hong Diém, Vice-Chairperson, Ho Chi Minh City
Union of Friendship Organizations (HUFO); Mr. Tran Phuoc Anh, Deputy Director, Department
of External Relations of HCMC, Ms. Le Thi Thanh Giang, Chairwoman, Can Tho Union of
Friendship Organizations; senior officials from various official departments of Ho Chi Minh City
and many Southern provinces and institutions/universities. Besides these, members of diplomatic
corps, some prominent members of Indian community & business associations also attended the
Republic Day Reception. In his speech, Consul General highlighted the historical linkages, high-
level exchanges, development partnership and growing trade and economic relations between
India and Vietnam.
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MISCELLANEOUS

As part of Mission Orientation Attachment Programme, a group of 10 officers of the 2019 batch of Indian
Foreign Service (IFS) visited Ho Chi Minh City during 6-8 February, 2020. They visited the Vietnam-
Singapore Industrial Park in Binh Duong Province and were briefed on the history, functioning and
prospects of the Park along with visiting some of the Indian companies established in the province. They
also visited the Consulate where they were briefed by the Consul General on the activities of the Post and
the developments in various fronts. They also interacted with the representatives of OVL and INCHAM.
OVL representatives made a presentation on their activities in Vietnam. As part of their cultural
familiarization, officers also visited the Indian temples and Mosque in Ho Chi Minh City, as well as some of
city's architectural landmarks like the President Ho Chi Minh Museum and the Opera House. In order to

get a glimpse of the history of Vietham's struggle against the U.S, the group also visited Cu Chi Tunnels.




MISCELLANEOUS

Dr. K. Srikar Reddy, Consul General paid a farewell call on Mr. Nguyen Thien Nhan, Ho Chi Minh City
Party Secretary on 20" February, 2020 and on the Chairman of Ho Chi Minh City People’s Party
Committee on 21* February, 2020. Ho Chi Minh City Union of Friendship Organisations and Vietnam-
India Friendship Association hosted a farewell dinner for Dr. K. Srikar Reddy on 17" February, 2020
wherein they thanked the Consul General for the support he rendered during his tenure to grow the
relations between the two countries. Indian Business Chamber in Vietnam (INCHAM) hosted a farewell
get-together for Consul General and his family on 22" February, 2020 which was attended by members of
Indian diaspora. Consul General hosted Mr Lé Quang Long, Director General and other officials of the

Department of External Affairs for a farewell dinner on 28" February, 2020.
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Viét - An mong muén Phat |
thuong mai dat 15 ti USD

trong nam 2020

VIETNAM -

Phat biéu tai 16 ky niém Ngay
Conghoa An D¢ lan thi 71, ong
K. Srikar Reddy - tong lanh su
An Do tai TP.HCM - tuyén b6
Vi¢t Nam la mot doi tac quan
trong trong Tam nhin An Do
Duong - Thai Binh Duong cuia
New Delhi.

Ong Reddy dé xudt hai bén
cung md rong hop tic trén
cdc linh vuc kinh té, phat trién
nguon nhan lyc, hgp tac an
ninh, quoc phong, nang lugng,
trao déi van hoa va giao luu

nghiép tir An Do dén thiam
TP.HCM va 14 doan doanh
nghiép tit TP.HCM dén tham
An Do.

Tai buéi 1&, Pho chu tich
UBND TP.HCM Vo6 Vian Hoan
cang bay t6 su vui mung doi
vdi “quan hé d6i tac chién luge
toan di¢n” gitta Viet Nam va An
Do. Ong khing dinh Viet Nam
ung ho chinh sach hanh dong,
huong bong ctia An D¢ va hi
vong thuong mai song phuong
sé dat muc tiéu 15 ti USD vao

S6 heroin ticl
hém 4-2

Hang tin .

nhan, dan. Trong linh vyc ndm 2020 nhu ky vong ctia hai  thong tin tir
thuong mai, téng lanh su cho  qudc gia. hay ho vita b
biét da c¢6 hon 35 doan doanh NGUYEN HANH  DaiLoansau

(Gist of unofficial translation)
INDIA LOOK FORWARD TO REACH THE BILATERAL TRADE TARGER OF US$ 15

BILLION BY 2020

Spoke at the 71% Republic Day of India, Dr. K. Srikar Reddy — Consul General of India in Ho
Chi Minh City said that Vietnam was an important partner in India’s Indo-Pacific Vision.

Dr. Reddy gave a broad idea of collaboration between both the countries ranging from political
engagement, economic and development partnership, defence and security cooperation, energy
cooperation, cultural exchanges and people-to-people contacts Consul General mentioned that over 35
business delegations from India visited Ho Chi Minh City and 14 business delegations from HCM city
visited India.

In his address, Vice Chairman of Ho Chi Minh City People’s Committee mentioned that he was
glad that India Comprehensive Strategic Partnership has recorded impressive results in many fields. He
stressed that Vietnam supports the Indian ‘Act East” Policy and hoped that the two Governments could
reach the taraet of US$15 billion by 2020 in bilateral trade as envisaaed by the two leaders.
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